ADVANTAGE NEWS


HAPPY NEW YEAR
We trust that you have all had a wonderful Christmas holiday season and all at Advantage TA would like to extend their warmest wishes for a wonderful, exciting and tennis filled 2009. We hope that you have all had a good rest and that you are ready and motivated to work hard both on and off the court during the year.  
It’s always good to be able to sit down and set goals for the year. Dream big but back this up with hard work and dedication. Let your coach know what you are aiming for so that you are both aware of what you are trying to achieve and so that steps can be put in place to achieve these goals. Remember that the results of hard work aren’t always seen immediately but will always shine through for those who have the right attitude and never give up. 
WELCOME BACK
Gareth is back from the USA and is looking forward to seeing familiar faces and meeting all the new students at Advantage TA. During his time in the USA he gained good experience working for one of the largest summer camp organizations in the world and managing an indoor tennis centre. On the court he experienced playing grass and clay court tournaments getting his US national 35’s ranking to 27, coming 4th with his club in the national club championships and representing Philadelphia in the Middle States interstate tournament. He can’t wait to be back on court in full swing coaching and playing. 
WHATS NEW FOR 2009
Advantage TA has taken on the coaching role at Old Parktonians Sports Club. We are looking forward to a good, long relationship. The programme at Old Parks will run per government school term but with a similar structure to the Randburg club including private lessons, adult groups, mini tennis, level 1,2 and 3. As the programme develops new squads will be set up linking the clubs top players together. 
A junior match practice will also start at Randburg TC on a Saturday afternoon from 5pm to 7pm. The match practice will be a perfect opportunity for pupils to gain essential experience implementing what they have learnt during the week at their lessons. The match practice will essentially be for players who are able to play full court tennis but there will also be opportunity for mini tennis and Level1 players.
SPORTSMANIA & TOURNAMENT RESULTS

The December Sportsmania was smaller than usual with 
only 4 teams but that didn’t stop the fun and enthusiasm. Each team got to play against all of the other teams over the 3 days. The winning team was “The Spoons” captained by Brett Smeath-Thomas, who performed excellently in all the various activities. Phina was the Captain of the week and Karmen won the award for sportsperson of the week. Well done to all who took part.

The mini-tennis and tennis tournaments had over 65 players involved who played their hearts out on the courts. These were the winners. 
Mini Tennis

Winner Alex Corder
R/Up Ashlee Smith
3rd Kimon Philippedes-Pienaar

Section 1

Winner Luke Newsome
R/up Kimon Philippedes-Pienaar
3rd Chantal Rycroft                                        
Section 2

Winner Matthew
R/up James Goodhead
3rd Edward Rycroft
Section 3

Winner Devon Maine

R/up Kent Maine
3rd Lee Gordon
Section 4
Winner Dylan Batty
R/Up Ashleigh Holman
3rd James Creasy
4th Dino Sardianos 
CLASS TIMES
Randburg
Ball Skills

Tue: 1:45-2:15
Mini tennis
Mon: 3.15-4.00
Tue: 2.15-3.00          
Wed: 2.15-3.00 

Thu: 2.15-3.00
Sat: 8.15-9.00
Level 1

Mon: 2:00-3:00
Tue: 3.00-4:00
Wed: 3.00-4.00
Thu: 3.00-4.00
Fri: 2.00-3.00
Sat: 9.00-10.00
Level 2

Tue: 4.00-5.30
Thu: 4.00-5.30
Fri: 4.00-5.30
Sat: 10.00-11.20
Level 3

Tue: 4.00-5.30
Thu: 4.00-5.30
Sat: 11.20-12.40
Squads
Junior

Mon: 4.00-6.00 
Wed: 4.00-6.00
Advanced

Mon: 5.00-7.00 
Adult 

Tue: 6.00-8.00 
Thu: 5.30-7.30
Old Parktonians
Ball Skills

Mon: 1:45-2:15
Mini tennis

Mon: 2.15-3.00

Tue: 2.00-3.00            

Thu: 2.15-3.00 

Sat: 8.15-9.00

Level 1

Mon: 3:00-4:00 

Tue: 3:00-4.00 

Thu: 3:00-4.00

Sat: 9.00-10.00 

Level 2,3

Mon: 3:00-4:30 

Tue: 3:00-4.30 

Thu: 3.00-4.30

Junior Social Club
Sat: 10:00-12:00
CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS
The Randburg TC championships start on the 7th, 8th February and will be played over 6 weekends weather permitting and depending on the size of the draw. This year’s event will include an u16 event for boys and girls. Players who are eligible to play senior league and who would like to play social tennis need to pay the current junior rates which are R600. You need to enter by writing your name on the forms on the notice board. 
VLATKO JUNIOR
For those of you who remember Vlatko who was part of starting Advantage TA in 1999 we would like to update you on how he is doing. He is very settled in Philadelphia, USA, he is happily married to Susannah and he is overjoyed at the birth of his son Gustav. Gustav looks very much like his dad and Vlatko has assured me that his son will be on the court hitting balls in the very near future. 
CONGRATS

Well done to Candace Karam, Donovan Prince, Mark Ilsley and Ryan Kennedy on your successful matric results. Good luck with your future plans. Make an effort to join the club and come and have a game of tennis during the year.
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